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that source. He spoke of the power of Impeachment with great severity not only as a mockery in itself, but as having exercised an influence in preventing a resort to a more thorough remedy, which lie thought was only to be found in a change in the tenure of the judicial office. Annual appointments, as in the New England states, were, he thought, the best, but he would be content with four or even six years, and trust to experience for future reductions. Fresh from the Bar, and to some extent at least under the influence of professional prejudices, I remember to have thought his views extremely radical, but I have lived to subscribe to their general correctness.
In a speech in the Senate delivered years ago1 I referred to the Bank of the United States as having been the great pioneer of constitutional encroachments, and our subsequent experience has confirmed the justice of the remark. It is worthy of notice that since that Institution has happily ceased to exist we have not only been exempted from any such overwhelming pecuniary convulsion as those caused by it, but the Supreme Court has occupied itself with its legitimate duties—the administration of justice between man and man—without being, as formerly, constantly assailed by applications for latitudinarian constructions of the constitution in support of enormous corporate pretensions. We might, perhaps, have expected that in such a calm even Mr. Jefferson's alarm, if he had lived to see it, would at least in some degree have subsided; but this state of things can only be expected to last until a similar or equally strong interest is brought under discussion of a character to excite the whole country and to enlist the sympathies of a majority of the Court and requiring the intervention of that high tribunal to sustain its unconstitutional assumptions by unauthorized and unrestrained construction. Whether the institution of domestic slavery is destined to be such an interest remains to be seen. The experience of ages proves that with exceptions too few to impair the rule, men can not be held to the performance0 of delegated political trust without a continued and practical responsibility to those for whose benefit it is conferred. The theory of the independence of the Sovereign in the case of the Judges in England, which we have copied, entirely fails when applied to us. There; they are rendered independent of the Crown to secure their fidelity to the public against the influence of the power to which they owe their appointment here their life-tenure renders them independent of the People for whose service they are appointed. Irresponsible power of itself ex-
1 " Substance of Mr. Van Buren's observations in tbe Senate" [Feb. 12-13, 1828] a pamphlet of 1C pp. in which two speeches are welded into one, is in the Van Buren Papers. Cf. Congressional Debates, iv. 1: 313, 338.
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